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Harshest Winter of New Millenium
This is our first newsletter of 2014. It is not news to anyone that this
winter was extremely harsh. The ground froze in November and the
freezing depth was over twice the normal depth. Additionally, we had
over 70 inches of snow and a snow pack that lasted almost the entire
winter. I expect that we will have a late start to spring flowers due to
the harshness of the winter. Also, we’ve all noticed the damage caused to roads and
sidewalks from the extreme temperatures (even for Chicago). This cold and heavy snow
pack potentially caused damage to your landscaping. Expect to see damaged shrubs.
This could include broken branches from snow, animal damage as they had a tougher
time finding food this winter and cold damaged branches on some plant species. Additionally, you may see turf damage from the prolonged snow pack. On the bright side,
we should see less insect damage on plants and turf this year and should see less pressure from grubs and other beetles. As always, GroundsKeeper can help you with your
landscaping issues this spring. This includes trimming shrubs to remove damaged
branches and to restore their shape, replacing damaged plants and repairing hardscaping that may have heaved during the winter. A reminder that we are on Facebook and
you can Like us there and find timely information from time to time. Also, if you have
any comments, suggestions or requests, please let us know.
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GROUNDSKEEPER NEWS
We are expecting a very busy 2014. Our tree services have expanded and you may see
us working in Orland Park, Frankfort, Palos Park, Burr Ridge or Cook County Forest
Preserves removing EAB infested trees. We now have 3 crews performing these functions to augment our 4 landscaping crews. Miguel Aguirre and Salvador Ceballos have
been promoted to crew foreman. These additions and promotions will continue to allow
us to service your properties effectively.

Gardening Tips
EARLY APRIL

APRIL / MAY

•

Rake the lawn and remove leaves and twigs •

Replenish mulch around existing trees

•

Check for winter snow and salt damage

•

Monitor trees and shrubs

•

Prevent soil compaction by reducing traffic

•

Control apple scab with spray at bud break

•

Cut ornamental grasses back to a few
inches

•

Avoid pruning live wood of oaks and elms
April through October

•

Prepare new planting beds

•

Divide and move perennials as needed
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EAB UPDATE
The Emerald Ash Bore (EAB) has been found throughout the Chicago area. We are currently removing ash
trees in several towns including Orland Park, Frankfort, Palos Park and Cook County Forest Preserves. As a
reminder, EAB only attacks ash trees and will kill your ash trees if they are left untreated. Municipalities are
choosing to remove their ash trees due to the cost of treating all of their trees. The USDA has indicated that
treatments are having a positive effect on ash populations so individual home owners that elect to treat their
trees are definitely helping to control the problem. These treatments should be done in the spring or early
summer. It is possible that the harsh winter has reduced the pest pressure from EAB. However, it has not
eliminated the threat. If your ash tree is still in good shape, it may not be too late to start treating to save
your tree. Our Certified Arborists can consult with you to determine if these treatments are warranted or if
removal is recommended.

Relax on your new
Unilock® patio!

WINTER LANDSCAPE DAMAGE
The harsh winter probably had an impact on your plants and hardscaping just as it did your turf. You may notice broken
branches due to the weight of the snow, damaged branches from animals, or damaged plants due to the cold. In many of these
cases proper pruning can rejuvenate the plants and allow them to fully recover in a year or two. Remember that the best time
to trim shrubs is in the winter (when they are not snow covered of course). During that time, pruning does not stress your
plants. Additionally, it is easy to identify damaged and diseased branches during the winter. If you only prune once per year,
we strongly recommend that you prune in the winter. Typically we do this pruning in late February or March but it can be done
anytime after the plants go dormant for the winter.
Additionally, if you have concrete or pavers you may notice damage to your patio. We are certainly seeing plenty of damage to
the roads due to the extreme cold and depth of freezing. If you have concrete that is damaged, usually your only option is to replace. On the other hand, if you have pavers and there is heaving or unevenness it is usually repaired very easily. That’s a
benefit of having pavers. Even if they shift slightly, repairs are usually quick and not extremely expensive.
When you evaluate your landscaping this spring, remember that your plants will likely
leaf out later than normal. Don’t hesitate to call us at 708-301-7441 if you would like us
to assist you with repairing or replacing any of your damaged landscaping.
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We’re on the web
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